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NIHON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

MEDICAL ENGLISH EDUCATION

BACKGROUND

English education at Nihon University School of Medicine (NUSM) is guided by the
principles of the language education field known as English for Specific Purposes, or
simply ESP. Within ESP, there are many specialized areas including English for Aca-
demic Purposes (EAP) and English for Medical Purposes (EMP). At Nihon University
School of Medicine, educational theory, methodology and practice are researched,
developed and implemented based on EAP/EMP. For medical students, this means
the English curriculum is built on well researched theories and methodologies of lan-
guage learning that are specifically designed for academic purposes and relevant
to medical students. The curriculum provides students with ample opportunities to
output and perform. Acquisition of knowledge is less essential than developing the
capacity to apply, use and enhance existing knowledge. The development of the four
skills (speaking, listening, reading and writing) in a practical and meaningful way is
the focus of the training. Alongside this, the curriculum is designed to help students
develop professionalism, empathy in communication, cultural awareness, and human
relationship building which are fundamental aspects of the "art” of communicative
competence.

EMP IS UNIQUE
One special and distinct feature of EMP is that all the training and activities in the
English curriculum have the underlying potential of one day serving to help a patient.
There are many paths toward this goal, both direct and indirect. One obvious exam-
ple is by directly communicating with a patient in English but there are many others,
including::
participating in international conferences, learning from international doctors and
using their knowledge and expertise to help treat patients at home in Japan
giving presentations at international conferences to share new research/treatment
results with the international medical community so that they can help their pa-
tients
searching and reading up on current research in a particular area of specialization
so as to always to be informed of the latest medical findings
producing research results that can be shared with the international medical com-
munity through medical journals to help international doctors better care for their
patients

FEATURES OF THE NUSM ENGLISH CURRICULUM
At NUSM, the TOEFL test is used to assess student abilities upon beginning their
studies in 1st yr. Students are grouped according to their needs as determined by
the results of these first TOEFL test scores.
TOEFL training sessions are held on a weekly basis.
Weekly sessions are held for students and faculty to gather and engage in English
conversation on a wide variety of topics in an event called “All English Salon”.
Assessment is mainly based on observation of student performance, activity and
participation including effort and attitude.
Although classes have tended to be larger than desired, we are aiming to continue
restructuring plans in order to eventually be able to provide smaller class sizes.
We are also planning to create more opportunities for students to pursue learning
overseas.

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

1ST YEAR
basic EAP/EMP reading, listening and topic discussion skills development
basic oral communication skills development for patient encounters

2ND YEAR
intermediate EAP/EMP listening and reading skills development
intermediate oral communication skills development for patient encounters
EAP/EMP presentation skills development

3RD YEAR
high-intermediate EMP reading and listening skills development linked to PBL core time

4TH YEAR
advanced EMP reading and basic EMP writing skills development linked to PBL
core time

5-6TH YEARS
Clinical Clerkship: various activities such as medical research article reading and
case presentations
Overall EMP skill development through free elective options for overseas internships
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ESP) EMHIENBHAEEBHBEDORICEDNTIT
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(English for Medical Purposes: EMP) 7% &£
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